Sonoma County Winegrape Commission
May 2009
Grower Appellation Meeting Notes

Welcome and Announcements

General Topics 

· Pinot and chardonnay bloom began over the weekend.
· Some growers are using calcium with their Zn and B to help improve shoot growth.

· If pinot has short shoot growth and therefore risk for early bunch stem necrosis, will leaving suckers help reduce shatter/cluster loss?

· Electrostatic sprayers:

· Can save considerable costs in materials.   Low volume water per acre, excellent coverage, less material in the water but achieving the same concentration as conventional sprayers.  Some growers are using 30% below label rate, others reported $125/ac savings in materials over a season.
· Very quiet – more comfortable to work around and nice for neighbors.

· Provides flexibility.  Canopy management and leaf removal not as critical for good coverage.

· Reduces disease incidence if intervals are correct by giving excellent coverage.

· Charged particles attracted to plant means less drift potential.

Focus Points

· GLH- Grape Leaf Hopper Nymphs—  For soft-materials strategy: look for nymphs around bloom.  Take a random sample of basal leaves in the block of interest, count total number of nymphs and divide by the number of leaves.  Use this average number of nymphs per leaf to track population.  If 3rd week shows too many, use a material like JMS Stylet-oil to suppress the populations.  For imidicloprid management, use model leaf damage (http://www.sonomawinegrape.org/files/GLH_Damage_Model.pdf) to help make rational thresholds for treatment.

· Significant rains resprouting weeds.

· Any mites coming up were seriously suppressed by rain events.

Heads up 

· Powdery Mildew – Dry Creek unsprayed zinfandel with infections showing.
· LBAM quarantine areas expanding.  Expect more finds and further expansions throughout the season.  The BMP to qualify for reduced pre-harvest inspection is relatively simple and straightforward.  See April notes for sample of approved BMP.
Monitoring Points 

· Mealybugs- Plan ahead for mating disruption next month if you are in or next to VMB infestation.  For mealybugs in general, look for ant activity indicating mealybug presence, or wet spots on the bark indicating honeydew.  Pull the bark away, down to the “skin” of the vine and look for mealybugs or white powdery spots where they were previously.  On spurs, look under the paper bark for small crawlers.  If you have ant activity near the graft union and find mealybugs, make sure they are not below the soil line as well since this can be a field indicator of vine mealybug.  Do not confuse the lookalike predator with a mealybug crawler – they are similar but have a ragged look compared to real mealybugs’ neat fringe.
· Blue-green Sharpshooter / Pierce’s Disease –Update on monitoring and management

