Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM)
Sonoma County will soon have 3 quarantine areas within the county, which affect many grape acres and grape growers in Sonoma Carneros, Sebastopol and now Healdsburg regions.  Growers within the quarantine areas will be required to have a compliance agreement with the Agricultural Commissioner.  In May, grower meetings will be held for each of the quarantine areas to discuss what this will mean for you this season.  All growers, their truckers and the wineries receiving grapes from quarantined areas will be required to have a compliance agreement.  I encourage you to check www.sonomawinegrape.org website for the latest information on LBAM, including links to the Agricultural Commissioner website (subscribe to their “What’s New” at http://www.sonoma-county.org/agcomm/whats_new.htm and to UC IPM, where LBAM Best Management Practices will soon be posted.  

It is reasonable to expect more acres will come under quarantine this summer.  Warm temperatures will shorten LBAM life cycles and LBAM numbers will likely increase and spread.  The Commission has participated in a stakeholder group meeting convened by Assemblymember Noreen Evans.  This group which includes staff from Napa and Sonoma Assembly and Congressional delegations, environmental groups, Farm Bureau, and private citizens is encouraging CDFA and USDA to take actions on those control practices where there is consensus support.  Those include sterile moth releases, pheromone mating disruption, parasitoid releases, and treatments with organically approved insecticides.  Use of other pesticides on private property would require owner consent.  Growers can manage LBAM in their vineyards with labeled products and normal management practices.
Quarantined vineyards will have to be inspected and declared free from LBAM within 30 days of harvest.  If inspections are not possible, growers will have to tarp loads and insure that winery waste is properly handled to destroy LBAM life stages, e.g. composting, or the waste may be returned to the vineyard.  BMPs for growers are being developed that will reduce the inspection requirements prior to harvest.  The Commission will be working with the Ag Commissioner, CDFA and USDA in order to help growers manage harvest with minimal disruptions due to the quarantines.  We will keep you informed of any new developments.
