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The final Organic Producers Group meeting for 2009 was held at Medlock Ames Winery at 13414 Chalk Hill Road in Healdsburg on July 22, 2009. Vineyard Manager and co-Winery owner, Ames Morison gave a comprehensive overview of the vineyard operations.
 Medlock Ames Winery is located on 335 rolling woodland acres in southwestern Alexander Valley on Bell Mountain where Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc are grown. Currently 56 acres are farmed with the remaining acreage in a natural state. The winery and vineyard owners are dedicated to environmental sustainability. The vineyards are farmed organically with no insecticides, chemical fertilizers or herbicides and solar power provides energy needed to run the operation.
Soil

Well drained, low-fertility hillside soil provides ideal site for growing Cabernet Sauvignon to create intense flavors. Lower elevations are great for Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc,
Sheep

Sheep are used for weed management which works well during the vines dormant season. There is a cover crop during budbreak. Animals are used where possible as biology is preferred over chemistry.
Insects

Cover crops are used to attract beneficial insects such as the Anagrous wasp for grape leafhopper control. They like the nectar from the flowering plants so plants with long flowering seasons are preferred. Quick blooming buckwheat, alyssum, and Queen Ann’s Lace or wild carrot plant, are used for cover crops.
Rodents

There are many ground squirrels, voles and moles. Owl boxes help with control, however, the permanent cover crop provides protection for rodents.

Pond
There is duckweed currently on the pond that is taken out with long nets and it is then applied to the vineyard as mulch. 
Fertilizer

100 horses provide manure for fertilizer from the neighboring ranch. 
Compost

Custom compost is made onsite. Application rate is spot treatment -applying on the surface or disc in and running a seeder for cover crop on top. A slow spade would be best and some are rentable. A great seed bed is attained with one pass of the disc followed with one pass of the spade.
Organic Herbicides

GreenMatch O® was discussed as a possible organic herbicide. 

Mildew Control

Wetable Sulfur, copper, sulfur combination or Stylet® oil are used for Mildew control. After set, Serenade® and Sonata ® are alternated. If mildew occurs, berries are washed with handgun before veraison and sprayed in late July. Last year they had some late season powdery mildew because they were pushing the intervals. This year they did an earlier season application. 
Hungry Owl Project

Alex Godbe from the Hungry Owl Project in Marin County explained the importance of using Barn Owls for rodent management versus poison. They eat 500 gophers /year with a family of owls eating around 3,000 gophers /year! Below are facts for using Owl boxes effectively:

Owl boxes should face East- away from prevailing winds & heavily wooded areas.
Heat can be a problem – facing a little Northeast is helpful for the heat problem as well as a sun shield.

Place boxes in open meadows & fields – good for hunting – 1 box per 10 acres with more boxes the 
better as the juvenile will return to an empty box.

Place boxes 9-10 feet high on a galvanized pole if possible…some think the boxes are inhabited faster if 
metal pole is used versus wooden pole.

Put flashing on bottom of wooden pole or netting to prohibit snakes or other predators from climbing the  
pole.

In trees…place 10-12 feet up as squirrels will find the boxes.

Have a neighboring tree 100 yards away for young owls to fledge into. 

Place boxes 100 yards apart….No perches – tend to attract Great Horned Owl that preys on the owlets.
Owls are not territorial.
Have 3-11 babies with 1 to 2 clutches /year…Breeding is in December /January
If box is inhabited…look for scratch marks below hole or a white ring around the hole (powder down from babies going in and out!).

Barn Owls hunt as far as 4 miles away from box and as near as 100 yards.

Clean out box in the Fall.
Bluebirds

Some interesting facts about bluebirds are: ground feeders eating insects, only eat berries in wintertime, nesting cycle in March – August, have 2 clutches in summer with 4-6 babies. Place bluebird boxes 5 feet high and 100-200 feet apart. Predators include raccoons, snakes and squirrels. Box opening is 1.5 inches to prevent starlings for entering…no perch is needed.
A Weed Implement Demonstration was provided by Lampson Tractor. Ned Neumiller demonstrated an easy to use Rears Side Kick Mower with option of a dual system.
We thank Medlock Ames Winery for the lunch Taco Truck and for providing a beautiful setting and very informative meeting. Also a big thank you to Alex Godbe for all the info on Barn Owls and Bluebirds.
