Sonoma County Winegrape Commission
June 2009
Grower Appellation Meeting Notes

Welcome and Announcements

General Topics 

· The Gophinator traps by TrapLine are working very well for folks, especially in west county gopher heaven.
· Pinot and other varieties in bloom during May rain are seeing EBSN (early bunch stem necrosis).  Also some botrytis on clusters out there.  See “Monitoring Points” below for difference between these two factors.
Focus Points

· Grape Leafhoppers are currently at 1st and 2nd instars (nymph stages).  For those with consistent GLH problems, reducing sulfur use may be good for your IPM program.  The Anagrus wasps that parasitize leafhopper eggs are adversely affected by sulfur.  Dana G is seeing Anagrus parasitized eggs across the ranch.  I have not seen direct data, but would surmise that the different wasps that parasitize tortricid larvae and mealybug are also adversely affected by sulfur.      

     Remember to assess leafhopper damage critically before “pulling the trigger”.  Estimate the canopy damage (% leaf area affected) and then look at vine balance - how much canopy is needed for the fruit, for how long, and is unaffected leaf area sufficient for carbohydrate storage.  
· Powdery mildew will be showing up soon if infections are present.  Since we have had no real hot weather, look in the warmer areas of your vineyard on peasize fruit, or on the canopy for small yellow spots.  Add an eradicant like JMS Stylet-oil to the mix if you think you have active mildew. This is more effective than our usual mildew products which are designed to prevent, not eradicate mildew.  Oil will also help reduce the potential for resistance to our usual products.  
     Dennis D. is using oil on some mildew discovered in the Laguna ranch chardonnay.  Canopies are a lot bigger this year, and he thinks he should have switched to spraying every row sooner.

     John K. is using the mildew model again and only initiating spraying when the model predicts active mildew growth.  This involves an eradicant at budbreak, then waiting until the Gubler-Thomas (Adcon) mildew pressure model shows mildew growth initiated.  Last year John had over a foot of growth before his first spray, and he had clean fruit.

· Botrytis has been more active this season than usual.  Leaves will have necrotic areas, often with faint concentric rings of about ¼ inch.  Look for brown rot areas on fruit or stems, and the tell tale fuzzy white/grey sporulating areas.  In profile with a 10x handlens, the spore structures are easily seen as a stalk with a cluster of spores at the top.  
     Canopy management is the most critical factor affecting the harvest outcome in heavy botrytis years.  Botrytis thrives in dark, cool, wet areas of the fruit zone.  Multiple leaf layers are not needed for sun protection, and leaves left touching the clusters are a primary culprit in botrytis development.
     You may want to consider saving an Elevate spray for pre-harvest rescue treatment if we come into another season like ’06.  Elevate has a 0 day PHI (pre-harvest interval).  

     Pristine at 18 oz is not a botrytis material.  It requires a higher rate.
Heads up 

· Mites

· If you usually apply water to your roads later on to keep dust down, it might be a water conserving move to use one of the products such as Dust Off now.

· So far, mite pressures are low to normal this season.

· Zeal and Fujimite fared badly in Mel Stavridines recent UC research regarding affects on beneficials.  Looking at the chronic effects on predatory mites was the aim of the study, not acute toxicity.  This means looking at effects on life span, number of eggs laid, and how many of those eggs were viable.  This can give a broader picture of a pesticide’s interaction with biocontrol agents, and although more subtle than acute toxicity, it is as important.  None of us want to spray, so if we can better understand how to conserve the biocontrol agents already in place, we can stay off the tractor another day.
· Dana G. is seeing some mites in merlot (Willamette?), and Mike G is seeing some Pacifics already.
Monitoring Points 

· Mealybugs
· Predators and parasites – look for mealybug predators in the mealybug colonies with a hand lens.  Using a hand lens helps because Mealybug Destroyers are covered with white waxy powder similar to their prey and can be hard to distinguish with the naked eye.  Signs of predatory fly larva can be seen as their pupa casign are left in or very near the colony.  Look for a brown oblong object about the size of an adult mealybug, it resembles an uncooked grain of brown rice, or perhaps a robust cigar.  Parasites of mealybugs are also important – adult mealybugs end up looking like a little grain of saffron rice when filled with the tiny wasp parasite.  
· VMB trapping can begin now.  The males will start flying this month, and become more active over the next few months, then taper off in later fall months.  The Winegrape Commission has a dissecting microscope for reading VMB traps available by arrangement if you wish to read your own traps.

· Mating disruption, for those with or next to an infestation, should begin now. Justin Hill with Suterra reports California acreage employing CheckMate has doubled this year.  We don’t know if that’s due to increased infestations or growers with old infestations just adopting this program that has been shown to be effective. 
· As always, watch for ants and be suspicious of their activity in your vines.  They aren’t just sightseeing.
· LBAM – Along with our known orange tortrix moths, katydid damage and spider nests may be confused with signs of LBAM.  Katydids are the green grasshopper-like insects with long antennae seen on your canopy.  They chew holes the size of a pea to the size of a quarter, depending on their own size.  Many spiders commonly pull leaves together with silk for shelter while shedding their old skins.  Look for the cast of spider skin, and lack of leaf chewing to distinguish from tortrix larvae.
     Growers who adopt Best Management Practices for LBAM will have reduced inspection requirements by the Ag Commissioner’s office at harvest.  Monitoring for LBAM before bunch close is a big part of the BMP’s.  For every block (or variety), check 200 clusters for caterpillars or cocoons.  Record your results.  If a suspect is found, it must be brought to the Ag Commissioner’s office for ID.   There have been no LBAM found in North Coast vineyards.
· EBSN vs. botrytis – Early bunch stem necrosis can be differentiated from botrytis by noting the pattern of flower or berry loss.  If it is over the entire rachis, but the rachis remains green, then it is EBSN.  A rachis without flowers or fruit will naturally abscise, and this can resemble botrytis.  Botrytis will start at one or two points on the cluster and progress from there.  If it stops, the rest of the cluster will be fine with normal berry set and development.

Mark Greenspan attended and reviewed the BMP’s of water conservation that growers could implement to conserve water.

