Sonoma County Winegrape Commission
April 2009
Grower Appellation Meeting Notes

Welcome and Announcements

· Valerie Sherron, Project Coordinator with the Sotoyome Resource Conservation District and Jennifer Gabor, Soil Conservationist with USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service announced the new funding cycles for  two cost sharing incentive programs.  The Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) is a voluntary program for conservation-minded landowners who want to develop and improve wildlife habitat on agricultural land, nonindustrial private forest land, and Indian land. 
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) was reauthorized in the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Farm Bill) to provide a voluntary conservation program for farmers and ranchers that promotes agricultural production and environmental quality as compatible national goals. EQIP offers financial and technical help to assist eligible participants install or implement structural and management practices on eligible agricultural land.  They stressed that any site visits and consultations are confidential, as neither the RCD nor NRCS are regulatory agencies.
· Mark Greenspan announced that Advanced Viticulture is once again teaming with the 
Sonoma County Water Agency to assist growers with maximizing efficient water use.  Free consultations are available to growers in the Russian River water basin.  Check out Mark’s website at www.advancedvit.com .  Check out the “Shoot tip indicators of water status” – 4 photos that provide low-tech but effective guides for irrigation initiation for those who are not familiar with this technique.  Also available on Mark’s site are the Best Management Practices for North Coast Vineyard Water Management, co-developed with the Sonoma County Water Agency.
A demonstration project has been set up at Hoot Owl Creek and Alexander Valley Vineyard in the Alexander Valley to illustrate different water management strategies to conserve water during irrigation and overhead cooling.  Demonstration days will be July 9th and August 13th, 11:00 a.m. with lunch provided – support and attendance is highly encouraged as growers are being scrutinized by regulators and the public.  These demonstrations not only educate growers about water conservation, but also educate the public about grower’s’ efforts to conserve water.  PBS is filming a documentary on the project as well.
· Rhonda Smith reminded growers that the UC Cooperative Extension viticulture website provides a Vineyard Irrigation resource page offering research-based information on topics such as irrigation scheduling and evaluating drip system uniformity.  See http://cesonoma.ucdavis.edu/viticulture717 . 
General Topics 

· 2008 Wrap – In general, a light crop with good quality.  Some growers saw botrytis after late August/September rain.
· Budmites – At Gallo, Dennis Devitt suspects budmites may be impacting growth and yield.  In consultation with Rhonda Smith he decided to make an oil treatment at woolly bud stage to see if a difference could be discerned.  Growers who move to less sulfur use may see an increase in erenium mites –commonly called blister mites.
· Weeds – John Roncoroni, our Cooperative Extension Weed Science Advisor, is conducting a trial with conventional and organic vineyard herbicides and will be holding a Field Day June 11th, 2009, from 10:00 a.m. to noon at the Rutherford Creek Ranch in Napa.  One of his recommendations resulting from the trials is for growers to be more conscious of organic matter when making herbicide applications – leaf litter and prunings can seriously interfere with efficacy, making more applications necessary or creating the appearance of resistance.  Glyphosate resistant mare’s tail (Conyza canadensis) has been documented in California, but is not in Sonoma County.  Mare’s tail can be difficult to control, but for other reasons than genetic resistance.  John noted that glyphosate resistant rye grass is moving north but is also not in 
Sonoma County at this time.  John answered questions about weed management and ID for our Grower Appellation Meeting.  
· Mealybugs - The Winegrape Commission is organizing and supporting local VMB groups where new infestations are found if such support is wanted and otherwise unavailable.  The Commission collects interested neighbor grower contact information and facilitates several meetings during the year to coordinate trapping and to disseminate infestation, research and control updates.  Contact the Commission if you would like to be included in the Starr Road, Vine Hill Road, or Old Winery Road groups.
The ID Dogs are taking contracts now for monitoring vineyards beginning in June. They can sniff out VMB infestations when still virtually undetectable by other means. 
Movento used post-harvest last fall apparently did not provide much control of grape mealybug into this season.  Inspection of spurs on two ranches with chronic issues revealed 10% and 30% crawler infestation this month.  Word has it that the Minimum Residue Limit issues for EU export will be resolved within the next few months.

Bayer will not be making Vitis ant bait for control of Argentine ants.  If you plan on continuing or increasing ant bait stations, hold on to your 3 qt containers.  Gourmet ant bait is still available.  UC research has been conducted on Argentine ant control using the following formula: 

(Wt/vol)
· 25% sugar

· 0.5% boric acid

· 0.5% citric acid

· 0.15% sodium benzoate

Heads up 

· Powdery Mildew – Wetter spring than last year means more ascospore releases and less timely fungicide sprays.  
· GLH – Adults moving into vineyards, first damage being observed on basal leaves.
· Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM) – The Sonoma County Ag Commissioner will require all growers in quarantine areas to sign a compliance agreement.  If you implement a Best Management Practices IPM Program, you will have a reduced pre-harvest inspection that will consist of a records check and minimal vineyard scouting.  Growers may create their own BMP and have it approved by the Commissioner’s office, or use UC Pest Management Guidelines for light brown apple moth (http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/r302303011.html) and follow the Caterpillar Monitoring Guidelines.  Weekly monitoring is not required – one monitoring per block before bunch close is adequate.  This will allow any grower who comes under quarantine before bunch close to participate in the reduced inspection procedure. 
Prophylactic sprays are not considered a BMP for reduced inspection.  Detection trapping is not recommended because CDFA is already monitoring traps at a very high density within all quarantine zones, and the exact origin of males caught in traps is not known.  The best way to determine whether your vineyard is infested with LBAM is to monitor for caterpillars.
SAMPLE BMP Approved by Sonoma County Ag Commissioner’s Office: “Larval monitoring will be done pre-bunch close for each block under compliance agreement.  If a tortricid larva is found, it will be brought to the Agricultural Commissioner’s office for ID.  A copy of the monitoring records will be kept on hand for the Ag Commissioner’s office staff’s pre-harvest inspection.  Blocks are to be defined by the grower.  The UC Grape—Caterpillar Monitoring Form will be used.”
· Frost season looks like it will again be prolonged this spring.  Forestry Suppliers has a good line of devices for monitoring temp and dewpoint.    Double pruning last winter to help hold vines back may pay off this year.
· The Ag Commissioner’s office has lost funding to continue the glassy wing sharpshooter detection monitoring.  Growers who have been assisting by trapping in their own vineyard are encouraged to continue, and those who have not been trapping may want to consider doing so. It is relatively easy and the payback of helping maintain a GWSS-free North Coast is good.
