Sonoma County Winegrape Commission
April 2008
Grower Appellation Meeting Notes
Welcome and Announcements
Nick Frey, Sonoma County Winegrape Commission’s Executive Director, and meeting facilitator Laura Breyer welcomed new and returning participants to the 8th year of Grower Appellation Meetings. Held once a month during the growing season in Alexander Valley, Dry Creek Valley, Russian River Valley, and Sonoma Valley we have an agenda of timely viticultural topics to facilitate participatory discussions.  Over 90 people attended the sessions this month.

Old Business

Our last regular meeting was in July 2007.  Harvest went smoothly for most and quality was good.  Some crop was down, and a few mites in the Alexander Valley.  No other critical issues.
Hosts 

a) Russian River Appellation—Dennis Devitt at Laguna Ranch 

Dennis talked about their in-house all-encompassing data management program that does everything from track mildew pressure to doing payroll and electronically submitting PUR’s. Other folks are using Ladybug, CropTrac, Tiger Jill, Agrian.
A late Applaud application may have allowed increased VMB populations.  Ant bait stations seem to be reducing Argentine ant numbers.
Orange tortrix have been feeding on canes. 

Dennis is happy with his oils fungicide program.
b) Sonoma Valley Appellation—Tom Gore, Mel and Angela  Dagowitz at Barricia Vineyard 

Tom is using wettable sulfur for first treatments, but is dealing with frost damage first.   Temperatures down to 28 degrees on Piner Rd chardonnay and estimating 25% - 40% loss in some areas.  Wind machines weren’t up to the cold; overhead sprinklers kept damage to a minimum.  His Russian River, Coastal and Carneros ranches hardest hit.  14 nights of frost protecting – more than in a long time.
c) Dry Creek Valley Appellation—Richard Rued at Rued Vineyard 

PD continues to cause vine mortality with the relatively new lush vegetation in Dry Creek since the dam.  Richard used Provado 3 times in 2007.  Other neonicotinoids on the market include Assail, Nuprid, and Venom.
d) Alexander Valley Appellation—Dana Grande at Jordan Vineyard 

We didn’t give Dana a chance to talk in specific about her ranches before we were off on general discussion topics.  Sorry Dana!
General Topics 

· Mealybugs – Some folks saw increases late season last year.  Dennis thinks he may have applied his Applaud too late.  Brian Malone reports that KJ is bark-stripping on large scale and trying to eradicate with a long-term plan.
· Monitoring – look under bark still for small to medium instars.  If you see ants on shoots, check shoots and base of shoots.
· Tolerance/Threshold – fruit quality/quantity, VMB movement / spread, Leafroll vectoring.  
· Management:

Chemical:Lorsban – Dow working on water-based formulation to reduce VOC issues of EC.
Oil, sulfur, lime sulfur, Applaud, Neemix, Surround, neonicotinoids (soil, foliar), pyrethroids?
Cultural: Reduce spread by workers, equipment, birds

Conserve or Augment natural enemies (predatory mites, our small local mealybug destroyer beetles, etc.  Maybe new parasites? Anagyrus and/or Coccidoxinoides for VMB)
Ant Control - Effective ant control may lead to effective bio-control. The boric acid based Gourmet Liquid Ant Bait is available again, and Vitis (Bayer) is an imidacloprid-based bait also available this year.

Remember the control strategies are different for grape and vine mealybugs.  You don’t necessarily follow advice for one if you have the other.
· Powdery Mildew – Pressure very low still.  Programs starting with oils have been working well for the most part.  A new approach is being tried by some: an oil treatment at budbreak, then waiting til the model shows pressure to begin scheduled treatments.  This can mean saving several sprays.  We will be keeping touch with those attempting this strategy.  Loss of Thiolux this year has folks using other sulfurs, often less easily mixed into solution.  The price of sulfur and the price of fuel may mean more growers turn to 21 day materials like the strobilurins or DMI’s.  Discussion regarding the impact of oil on beneficials:  predatory mites are relatively unharmed by the oils.  Consistent use has the effect of cleaning up the phytophagous mites, so if starving the predators is a bad thing…  Switching from sulfur should have positive impacts on other beneficials, such as parasitic wasps which seem to be very susceptible to sulfur.  Anagrus wasps can be a major factor in grape leafhopper control, so using oil can help resolve chronic GLH issues by conserving the beneficial and (if used after bloom/nymph hatch) physically controlling the nymphs. 
· Enzone now on restricted materials list.  DiTera and BioLife have both had mixed reviews by growers for nematode control.  For one grower, DiTera has increased vigor and production in an old chardonnay vineyard on sandy soils in the third year of use.  Extra fertilizer was also added to this ranch.  Mark Bailey mentioned the advantages of cordon training in that the vine has more stable reserves and may handle nematode issues better.
· Agrian data management tool is available free online.  PUR’s can be electronically reported, PCA recommendations written, and more.
· The Fungicide Resistance Action Committee (FRAC) and the Insecticide Resistance Action Committee (IRAC) were discussed as sources of information to help growers use materials in manners to help prevent the development of resistance.  Both have websites with useful information, but the easiest impact seen from their work is the number code now included on many products that allow a product user to see at a glance if two products are in the same chemistry class.  Rotating among products of different chemistry classes for commonly used materials is a major key in resistance management.
· Frost Protection and Damage was discussed in general at every meeting.  
Heads up 

· GWSS – Traps available at these GAM meetings to continue with grower trapping alert program.  UC researcher Mark Hoddle recently worked with the government and commodities industries in Tahiti to develop an effective biological control program for GWSS.  
· LBAM – Lucia Varela, our UC IPM Advisor, has the cover article in the peer-reviewed April-June issue of California Agriculture. Info on this pest can be seen at www.cdfa.ca.gov/
· Dead arm disease will show as dead or severely declining spurs.  One management strategy is to do major removal for retraining now, leaving a few inches wood “buffer” to be removed in July.  You may want to avoid “cosmetic” dead spur removal as it makes determination of where the disease is more difficult.
What is it?

· Eucalyptus tortoise beetle.  Seen on eucalyptus causing leaf damage.  Very different from LBAM damage in that it scallops the edge of the leaf.
· Adjourn - Thanks for coming!  

