2009 Final Grape Crush Report
Crush District 3, Sonoma and Marin Counties, harvested 25.9% more tons in 2009 than in 2008, returning to slightly above average yield levels. Average prices declined 2.3% (Table 6) resulting in gross grape revenues of $465,142,095, a 23% increase over 2008.  The $51/ton average price decrease does not reflect bulk wine production or unsold grapes.  The average price was $2187/T (Table 6).  Sonoma County had the #2 grape values in California, just $20 million behind Napa County.
The table below provides tonnage, percentage change from 2008, average price (Table 6), percentage change from 2008, and dollar value for the 6 leading varieties, which account for 90% of grape sales:
	Variety
	Tons
	% Change
	Average Price
	% Change 
	Dollar Value

	Chardonnay
	73,101
	+36.6%
	$1,978
	-1.9%
	$144,593,778

	Sauvignon Blanc
	13,841
	+16.6%
	$1,471
	-2.6%
	$  20,360,111

	Cabernet Sauv
	41,141
	+29.1%
	$2,281
	-1.8%
	$  93,842,621

	Merlot
	16,506
	+24.1%
	$1,507
	-3.1%
	$  24,874,542

	Pinot Noir
	31,961
	+8.6%
	$3,043
	-4.0%
	$  97,257,323

	Zinfandel
	15,637
	+28.3%
	$2,462
	-1.0%
	$  38,498,294


Information on all varieties and crush districts can be downloaded from http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/Grape_Crush/final/index.asp 
Clearly the return to average or above yields was the good news for growers. The modest price decline (only 2.7% for Table 10 prices which represent independent grower sales) was much better than expected. Nevertheless it was a difficult year for growers who had grapes on the open market. There were few buyers and those who were in the market often offered unsustainably low prices. 
Pinot Noir was the leading red variety for revenues again in 2009, eclipsing Cabernet Sauvignon by $3.4 million.  Early season grape demand is weak. Wine sales and inventory depletions in first and second quarters of 2010 will likely be watched before larger wineries commit to new purchases. Some smaller wineries have made purchases, so look for brands that are selling well in this market. 
Bulk wine production increased from 2207 tons in 2008 to 5653 tons in 2009. Bulk Wine buyers from other states and California regions are searching the online Grape Marketplace for bulk wine to purchase at http://www.sonomawinegrape.org/advanced_search/bulk_wine.      If you have grapes or bulk wine for sale, those should be listed on the Grape Marketplace.  Commission advertisements in vineyard and winery trade magazines promote these online listings to grape buyers and winemakers.  Growers need to update their information regularly, including removing any listings if contracts have been signed.  Growers and grape buyers need to take advantage of the Grape Marketplace tool.
