Sonoma County Winegrape Commission
May 2008
Grower Appellation Meeting Notes

Welcome and Announcements

General Topics 

· Frost Damage – Shoots lost to frost damage will lead to crop loss.  Some people are cutting back to basal buds if no clusters remain, hoping to force a somewhat fruitful secondary bud. The problem can still remain of mixed damaged and undamaged shoots ripening differentially.  Rhonda Smith pointed out at the Frost Seminar last month that a little silver lining here would be the light exposure on basal buds during bloom will help ensure a fruitful season next year.  Another aspect brought up in the seminar was that a dry, fluffy, disked soil will be colder than a closely mowed cover crop.  The key is in the heat retention of the water.
· LBAM – A second light brown apple moth was found in the vicinity of the first moth in Sonoma Valley.  There is now a state quarantine affecting fruit and plant material moving out of the quarantined area.  A federal quarantine also exists, and involves fruit and plant material leaving any part of Sonoma county out of state.  The Ag Commissioner’s office will be doing the inspections for clearing fruit and plant material movements.  Intensive trapping is being conducted to determine whether there is an active infestation, and if so, to delimit it.  This pest is under good control with an IPM program in New Zealand, and it may be that it would not represent a terrific threat to our agriculture if established. 
· WGLS – Western grape leaf skeletonizer is established in the San Joaquin Valley where it can defoliate the vines.  It can require heavy chemical usage to control.  Last year a single moth was found in Napa county.  The Agricultural Commissioner’s office used to have a trapping program, but the last time it was run was 6 years ago.  With the decrease in funding, it is becoming more incumbent upon us as growers to help monitor for exotic pests and protect our industry.  To this end, Nick Frey has initiated a WGLS trapping program aiming to place one trap every square mile through Sonoma County.  The Winegrape Commission is supplying traps, and growers are requested to place a trap in their vineyard. SCWC will coordinate the sites to help achieve the desired trap density. 
Heads up 

· Powdery Mildew – The index is up and for most areas into the high pressure range.  It will decrease with heat, but that does not necessarily mean the mildew is dead, only slowed in reproducing.  Experience shows that it usually takes a pretty hot July-like heat spell to truly kill an active infestation.  Even so, growers may be stretching intervals now due to wind, and then the threat of sufficient heat to cause canopy burn.  With shoots and leaves still relatively short and tender, this is a valid concern, but if your sprays are stretched, mildew also becomes a valid concern. 
There was some discussion regarding the lack of our old standby, Thiolux.  Kumulus has been in shorter supply because of it.  Kumulus is reputedly more likely to cause canopy burn.  Others have been using wettable or dusting sulfur.  Getting into bloom, many people are applying a strobilurin or DMI to coast through to set, and in botrytis areas folks are adding Elevate or Vanguard, or bumping up a Pristine rate.
· GLH – Light damage on basal leaves from the overwintered adults has been observed.  Nymphs should be hatching very soon on these leaves, as they have similar degree days as the vines and start emerging during bloom.  Since we are just getting into bloom there is not much activity yet.
· Willamette, Pacific and Predatory mites – Few mites have been seen yet.  Mostly Willamettes, and predatory mites.  Roads are just becoming dusty, and the first road dust suppression treatments are being made.  Diane Kenworthy at Bedrock vineyard is establishing fawn fescue in avenues.
.
Monitoring Points 

· Petiole Sampling – As long as one is consistent year-to-year, it can be done early mid or late bloom.  From 10AM to 1PM is the optimum time window, and one wants to select petioles from leaves opposite the clusters.  The leaves should preferably be in sun, and representative of the surrounding vines.  If sampling is done after cloudy days, nitrogen numbers may be artificially high.
· BGSS / Pierce’s Disease – Trapping for blue-green sharpshooters usually winds down around the end of this month since the critical time for managing them is during early shoot growth.  For most ranches, numbers peaked mid-April.  Ted Klopp may be trying shade cloth barrier.
Special Guests
· CheckMate Vine Mealybug Mating Disruption.  Suterra (the same folks who make our red VMB traps) has obtained section 18 emergency exemption for CheckMate vine mealybug mating disruption.  They are working on regular registration.  Carlos Reyes (Director technical sales support) Justin Hill (Technical sales manager) and Hector Absi (Director US sales & marketing) presented information on this new, promising tool for VMB management.    Mating disruption is a successful strategy in other crops for other pests, such as codling moth in organic apples.  CheckMate is acceptable for organic producers; contact your certifier.  Cost will be about $125/acre and is good for the entire season.  It is applied via plastic strips with clips that snap onto a cane or wire.  Machine harvest of peaches with this technology has not been a problem when a blower was set up to move it out of the bins.
VMB, like many of its aphid-like relatives, does not need to mate to lay eggs.  Justin noted that new information from Kent Daane’s lab indicates unmated female VMB do not lay as many eggs as was previously thought.  This was a potential drawback of VMB mating disruption.  This technology will work best in low to moderate populations.  In high populations males do not need the pheromone to find the females.  It is best applied over 40 contiguous acres, not as spot treating.  Daane’s lab has used it successfully on smaller plots, but experience with other sites indicates best results are obtained with the larger treatment areas.
If trapping around the treated area, male catches may be very low or zero.  This is called “shutting the trap down”, meaning the mating disruption has been successful and the males can not find pheromone sources, either from real females or your monitoring trap.  Alternatively, male catch numbers in traps around the treated area may be high due to the unmated females producing more male eggs.

Using this in concert with ant control and Applaud will make a good basis for an effective IPM program with low non-target impact.  The time to deploy CheckMate is now. 

Adjourn - Thanks for coming!  
Next month – VMB ID Dogs will be on site.  These dogs are Search & Rescue dogs trained by a vineyard owner and her partner in a new venture that is now taking clients and actively working vineyards to find VMB. 
