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MEDIA ADVISORY

10th ANNUAL SONOMA COUNTY VINEYARD PRUNING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Friday, February 20, 2009

Celebrity Winemaker / Vineyard Manager Competition;

Open to the Public at no charge, complimentary BBQ Fiesta lunch

WHAT:
Ten vineyard professional finalists representing the five major Sonoma County winegrape regions will compete in the Sonoma County Pruning Championship. 


Awards will then be presented, followed by a complimentary BBQ lunch with a mariachi band. Wine tasting will be available with all proceeds going to the employee development program that provides viticulture training in Spanish for vineyard employees.


Following the championship round, there will be a celebrity winemaker and vineyard manager pruning contest. Sonoma County regional teams will compete against each other with the 10 pruning finalists as the judges.

Merilark Padgett-Johnson, Santa Rosa Junior College viticulture instructor, will give a grapevine pruning demonstration and answer guest questions during the judging.

VISUALS:
A lively, action-packed competition with ten top professional vineyard pruners working on five vines each and a large crowd cheering for their favorites. Judged for speed and quality of work. 

WHY:
“The purpose of these contests is to convey that the critical beginning of the 2009 vintage, which begins with the pruning in the vineyards during this time of year,” says Nick Frey, president of the Sonoma County Winegrape Commission (SCWC). “Plus, we want to recognize the skills of vineyard employees doing this important task.”

WHERE:
Santa Rosa Junior College Shone Farm at the new Warren Dutton Jr. Agriculture Pavilion, 6225 Eastside Road, Forestville. 

WHEN:
Friday, February 20 at 10 a.m. 

ATTENDENCE:  THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND AT NO CHARGE.

CONTACTS: Larry Levine, SCWC, cell: 707-953-9353



 Nick Frey, SCWC, cell: 707-291-2857
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